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Field Trip #1 
 

Field Trip #1: La Cieneguilla Rock Art Site    

Leader:  Gary Hein 

Moderately strenuous, steep trails, boulder scrambling, possible snakes 

Time: approximately 9:00 to 12 noon, bring water and snacks. 

This trip is Limited to 10 participants 

 

Trip Description: 

We will visit a portion of the La Cieneguilla Rock Art Site. In the process we will be able to see 

the pueblo site from afar, discuss the view shed, and walk parts of the Camino Real. This 

general area contains Archaic, pre AD 1300, Post AD 1300, and historic petroglyphs. The area 

is also rich in the early history of Santa Fe. 

 

While this trip is not really strenuous, the participants will be expected to ascend steep trails 

and do some bouldering scrambling. Depending on the temperature there is a high likelihood of 

snakes. Water is a MUST and snacks a good idea. If you are using poles please be sure 

the tips are rubber so the rocks don’t get scratched. Be sure to wear hiking boots or boots. 

 
Gary Hein has been recording rock art in the Santa Fe area for the past ten years. He led the 

efforts to record the Galisteo Dike, Far West, the eastern side of the La Cieneguilla rock art 

site, and other sites in the general area of the Santa Fe River. Gary worked with James Snead, 

Gen Head, and Marit Munson on the Petroglyph Hill project. 

  

 

Field Trip #2: Archaeology of the Rio del Oso  
Leader: Mike Bremer 

Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, bring water and lunch   

This trip is Limited to 25 participants - high clearance 4WD preferred 

This field trip will offer an excursion to talk about the occupational landscape of the area - 

including visits to ancestral pueblos and about the nature of human use of the valley. The Rio 

del Oso served and serves as one of the major routes between the Rio Chama and the Jemez 

Mountains.  In the Ancestral Pueblo past populations used its water and fertile agricultural lands 

to sustain a thriving livelihood.  Evidence of sporadic Archaic use and occupation appears in 
arroyo cuts suggesting that sites are moderately to deeply buried under the shifting sands of 

time.  During the Late Coalition and Classic Ancestral Pueblo periods occupants developed 

unique forms of agricultural technology and built large pueblos to house portions of a growing 

population in the Northern Rio Grande.  Although shifting populations during the late pre-

colonial and early colonial periods resulted in the physical depopulation of the valley the area 

remains critical to the ceremonial and daily life of modern Pueblo descendants of the original 

occupants.  Subsequent to the depopulation occupation by Apachean and Hispanic populations 

led to further habitation and use of the valley.   
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9:30 to 12:00: Travel to the Rio del Oso and visit Ku 

12:00 to 1:00: Lunch at vehicles near Ku II and discuss challenges of managing sites in the 

Valley 

1:00 to 2:30: Agricultural sites on the north side of the valley. 2:30-4:00:  If interest 

persists, visit accessible Apache sites in the valley 

4:00: Break for the day  

 

PARTICIPANTS NEED TO BRING THEIR OWN LUNCH AND DRINKS. Suitable 

shoes or boots are recommended. 4-Wheel Drive a good idea. 

 J. Michael Bremer, Heritage Program Manager/Forest Archaeologist for the Santa Fe 

National Forest from 1995 to the present.  Mike worked in the Espanola Ranger District and 

first became interested in the Rio del Oso between 1992 and 1995. 

 

 

FIELD TRIP #3: Pueblo Blanco, Galisteo Basin 
Leader: David Eck 

Time: 8:30 to 1:30, bring water and lunch. Wear hiking boots or suitable shoes.  

This trip is Limited to 20 participants 

 

Pueblo Blanco is a large Pueblo IV period Ancestral Pueblo village on the west side of the 

Galisteo Basin. The first thorough documentation of the site was performed by N. C. Nelson in 

1912. According to Nelson, the ruins consist of at least 15 to 16 separate buildings ranging 

from 6 rooms to large complexes of rooms. Nelson estimated that the ruins retain at least 

1,450 ground-floor rooms. Furthermore, he suggested that if 50 percent of the rooms had 

upper-story quarters, the total room count at Pueblo Blanco may have been more than 2,000 

during its peak occupation. Several kivas and four refuse heaps can be identified within the 

ruins. At least three manmade water reservoirs are believed to have been used during the 

occupation of Pueblo Blanco. We will also visit rock art associated with the site. (excerpts 

taken from http://galisteo.nmarchaeology.org/history/pre-columbian.html) 

  

PARTICIPANTS NEED TO BRING THEIR OWN LUNCH AND DRINKS. 

 

This trip will be conducted by David Eck, Archaeologist for the State of NM Land Trust. 
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Field Trip #4: Arroyo Hondo Pueblo                                 
Leader: Jay Shapiro 

Time: Approximately 2.5 hours 

Not Strenuous, but uneven ground with animal burrows 

Limited parking at the site 

This trip is limited to 20 participants 

 

Arroyo Hondo Pueblo is a 1,000-room pueblo located approximately 5 miles south of Santa Fe. 

The Arroyo Hondo site was occupied at two separate times (1300-1340s; 1370s-1420s) that 

straddle the late Coalition and early Classic Periods. Although initially investigated by Nels 

Nelson in 1912, the site was extensively excavated by Douglas Schwartz and the School of 

American Research (now the School for Advanced Research) during the early to mid-1970s. 

There is no standing architecture, but multiple roomblocks, plazas and other features are 

visible. The site consists of approximately 25 acres and is owned by the Archaeological 

Conservancy. 

This tour is not strenuous, although care must be taken to avoid gopher and ground squirrel 

burrows. Sturdy shoes and a bottle of water are recommended and people should be aware 

that there are no restroom facilities at the site. 

Jay Shapiro did his dissertation research on Arroyo Hondo and has conducted numerous 

tours of the site. 

 

 

Field Trip #5: Pueblos of the Jemez Valley   
Leaders:  Matthew Barbour & Hayward Franklin 

Time: 11:00 am to 2:00 pm – Approx. 3 Hours, bring lunch and water 

This trip is limited to 20 participants - High clearance 4WD preferred 

 

Trip Description: 

Debate exists over the origins of the Hemish, or Jemez People which currently inhabit the 

Jemez Mountains. Some archaeologists argue for a Four Corners Gallina Region origin, while 

others maintain that the Jemez are among the aboriginal decedents of the Rio Grande Valley. 

This trip will explore the debate through the visitation of two pueblos located along the 

Vallecitos Creek in present-day Jemez Pueblo. These sites, labeled No. 42a and No. 42b by 

Edgar L. Hewett, are known for their “archaic varieties” of Jemez Black-on-white pottery and 

could represent some of the best evidence for distinguishing the origins of the Hemish People. 

However, the answer may not be as black and white as you might imagine. 

 

This trip is classified as moderate difficulty. Participants will be expected to ascend steep 

trails. Four wheel drive vehicles are also recommended. Please plan to bring a sack lunch and 

water. Wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes. 
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Access to these sites is restricted. Additional admittance onto Jemez tribal lands is not 

permitted. This is a one-time event exclusive to participants of the 2016 ASNM Annual 

Meeting. 

 

Matthew Barbour is the Manager of Jemez Historic Site in Jemez Springs, New Mexico. 

Hayward Franklin is a Ceramic Analysist and Research Associate with the Maxwell Museum 

of Anthropology in Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

 

Tour #6 Center for New Mexico Archaeology 
Leaders - C L Kieffer and Eric Blinman 

Time 9:00 to 11:00 

Limit – 25 

 

Office of Archaeological Studies – Dr. Eric Blinman, Director will lead the tour of The Office of 

Archaeological Studies (OAS). 

The Office of Archaeological Studies (OAS) conducts archaeological research projects 

throughout New Mexico with a diverse group of 25–40 archaeologists and support staff. Our 

mission is to identify, interpret, and share information about prehistoric and historic sites 

across the state. The office serves state agencies and private organizations that need 

archaeological studies performed as part of their development projects. The office has five 

specialized laboratories, a small library, and a publications department. We have nationally 

recognized specialists in pottery, botany, and osteology, and our archaeomagnetic dating 

laboratory is one of two full-time laboratories in the United States that are dedicated to this 

dating technique. 

Dr. Eric Blinman, Director, will lead the tour of The Office of Archaeological Studies (OAS). 

The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture Archaeological Research Collection tour, will show 
visitors the process that artifacts undergo before long term curation in our state of the art 

facility. Highlights of the tour include botanical remains from Chaco Canyon, the Mera Sherd 

Collection, and the largest type sherd collection in the Southwest. 

 

C. L. Kieffer will lead the tour of The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture Archaeological 

Research Collection. 
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Field Trip #7: New Mexico History Museum/Palace of the Governors 

Leader: Curator Josef Diaz 
Time: 10 am.  

Limit: 20 

 Top off the Saturday session on Historical Archaeology of downtown Santa Fe and the Palace 

of the Governors with a curator-led experience at the Palace. We will explore some of the 

unique architectural elements and view the exhibition Santa Fe Found: Fragments of Time, 

which examines the archaeological and historic roots of America’s oldest capital city. Now 400 

years old, Santa Fe was once an infant city on the remote frontier.  Santa Fe Found: Fragments 

of Time, on long-term exhibit in the Palace of the Governors, explores the archaeological 

evidence and historical documentation of the City Different before the Spanish arrived, as well 

as at the settling of the first colony in San Gabriel del Yungue, the founding of Santa Fe and its 

first 100 years as New Mexico’s first capital. 

Josef Diaz is Curator of Southwest and Mexican Colonial Art and History Collections 


