Taos Archaeological Society Regular Board Meeting
BLM Conference Room

July 27, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 1:30pm by president Carolyn(CJ) Johnson following a TAS brown bag lunch presentation.   Present were Carolyn Johnson, Jane Starks, Mark Asmus, Anna Walters, Don Keefe, Gary Grief, Carmen A. Johnson and Dorothy Wells.  Sara Jean Gray, secretary, was absent.

Steve Thorn was invited to speak to the Board about his home property in the Arroyo Hondo area.  Excavations have been underway there this summer.  Dates derived thus far range from 1100 to 1200, thus the site appears to pre-date Pot Creek development.  Interested professionals from SMU and UT have been out to visit the site and have indicated that it is a major archaeological site.  Katrina Whitley, PhD, a private forensic archaeologist has supervised the management of  human remains. Mike Adler has walked the site and suggested that it might be a ceremonial location.  Rare artifacts have been uncovered in the first summer of excavation.  Steve and his wife are now looking for funding and volunteer help for a major, controlled excavation effort.  The site has been properly permitted but liability may be an issue if more people are on the site during a full-scale excavation.  Steve wondered if TAS members would be covered by liability arrangements with our own club, thus avoiding problems for the Thorns.  Could TAS help in developing a plan for the project.
The board discussed the project with Steve and suggested that. Steve should set a date for an informational tour by Taos Archaeological Society members.  Steve will contact Katrina Whitley to lead the tour.  A likely date would be early September.  We will try to get Mark Henderson to tour with us and help us consider what our role, if any, should be in this project.  Steve and his wife live in Arroyo Hondo on Graythorn Road.  His home phone # is 776-8427.

Mark Asmus reported on the status of the club’s 501C3 application.  An EIN number has been obtained .as well as a 1023 form which is to be submitted with the application and a check for $400.  A change in the by-laws is also necessary.   Section 12 of the by-laws currently provides that in the event of liquidation of the organization (i.e. TAS) that any assets would be divided among the Board.  This section must be changed to indicate that in the event of liquidation any remaining assets are to be passed on to another qualifying archaeological-related 501C3 organization such as ASNM.  This change to the by-laws is to be submitted to a vote by the general membership at the September meeting of TAS.  Mark agreed to file form 1023 with the necessary correspondence and check.
CJ asked approval of the Board to include the head of .the newly formed Development Committee,  Lucille Grieder, as a regular member of the Board, as provided in the by-laws.  Approval of this new Board position will be presented to the full membership for a vote at the next meeting in September. 

Program Committee chairs Dorothy Wells and Gary Grief will be leaving this position and Jane Starks and Cher Churchill will take up the Program Committee tasks.  A search continues for a Program Committee chair.  Jane will follow up a likely suggestion.  Meanwhile Gary and Dorothy indicated a willingness to continue until a committee chair can be identified.  Speaker suggestions as well as committee suggestions can be forwarded to Jane via e-mail   jane@janestarks.com  .   

CJ requested discussion of the possibility of charging for tours conducted by TAS, such as the tour to the Carson Reservoir.  There was agreement that this could be done.  It was also agreed that a wrangler fee could be charged to help defray organization costs for wranglers of club trips.  

CJ announced an on-line form that she has created to improve tracking in-kind donations for club activities.  Access to this form is to be limited to Committee Chairs who are responsible for documentation of their committee members mileage, hours and other in-kind activities.

Don Keefe, Co-Chair, reported for the Education Committee  in the absence of Sara Jean.  Don noted that a prospective budget has been sent to Mark which included primary expenses such as busses for school trips. and teacher honoraria.  Four schools will be included in plans for the coming school year: Enos Garcia, Chrysalis, Vista Grande and  the Pueblo Cyber school.  Don and Sara will spearhead an application for a second grant from the LEF California foundation.
The Taos Junction Bridge Project, headed up by Becky Quintana, has been asked to include a young 6th grader, graduate of the Mesa Prieta summer youth project.   Approval was expressed at the link being strengthened with the Mesa Prieta project and  young students in our area.

Alberto Gonzales, recipient of a $500 fellowship from TAS for summer field work, will be asked to present a brown bag lunch report on his research efforts.

It was decided that CJ and select others will review the Nomination and Membership Committee activities and recommend changes to the Board.

The next Board meeting will be held on September 15 or 16, following the September meeting of the membership and fall program intiation.

The meeting was adjourned at 3pm.  

Respectfully submitted,   Carmen Acosta Johnson
